
Legislative Week in Review 
The 1 louse and Sonalc rctut-ncd lo scssion this week. Thcir Ihrce-wcek holiday reccss was preceded marathon dcba!c!; 

culminating in ihc passage of a last-minutc, ninety-day sunset extension and rate freeze on no-fault auto insurance. Thc 
Icgislnrion subscqucnily was signed by thc govcrnor, as was funding for a statewide medical program for thc cldcrly and h e  
indigent. Supporters ol Lhc laltcr mcasurc hoped it would be includcd in a more comprehcnsivc supplcnicntal budgct (SR 
2 13). but collscnsus on that p d a g c  cludcd lawmakcrs. 

The ~iirlicst Icg~slativc news of thc new ycar concerns the FY 1992-93 budgel. Proposals to furthcr curtail alrcltdy 
strailcncd itgcncy budgcis --including closing prisons and dropping scniordiscounls at statc parks-wcrc rcpostcd in response 
to the Dcpa~lmcnl ol Manugcmcnl and Budget's (DMB) request of dcpartmcnt hcads to proposc ways to trim 5 perccnr from 
~ lus  jcar's spcndimg level. 'The governor's 1992-93 budgct mcssagc is scheduled for presentation on Fcbruary 7. 

Budgel p,tr,tmcLcrs lor thc budgct will cmcrgc more clcarly following tlic two-day consensus reieninc conference that 
\ h i l l  begin Janua~ y I I. Convcncd by lhc DMB and the House and Senate fiscal agcncics, the rnectirlgs aic rcquircd mdcr :I 
199 1 lau mandating biannual confcrcnccs of the thrce agcncies. 

Lawrnakcrs face immincnl redistricting deadlines. A three-judge pancl appointed by the Michjgan Suprcmc C0i:l.t tu 
rccomnlcnd a new map of Icgislativc districts must forward its recommendation to the high cour; by Fcbruary 15. Thc p;~i:cl 
has ordcrcxi stak piilical partics to submit thcir own proposals by January 15, although the judges ssy t k y  uitin-iatcly n z y  
l'ormulatc thcir own plan. 
m Governor Englcr will dciivcr his State of the State Message to a joint legislaeivc session on January 21 at 8:00 p.m. 

r Michigan's congressional dclcgation continues its tradition of party line voting. Ac:ording to Congressiotm.l Qucme?- 
I?-which analyzcs annual voling-in 1991 Michigan Mouse members sided with their pany an avcragc of 87.1 pcrc:cnt. The 
statc's two scnalors wcsc even more partisan: Donald Riegle and Carl Levin votcd with their party 93 pcrccnl and 90 pci-m:t, 
rcspcctivcly. 

Political News 
1~ A coalition ol' hcalth groups, including the state public hcalth dcpartmcnt director, is siumping for a doubling of :he sI;iLi 
cigarette tax io finance new hcallh programs. Gov. Engler wants to asscss public scnliment on tht: proposcd i:~crcasc-wiiich 
would raisc an estimated $200 million and makc Michigan's tobacco levy thc nation's highcsb---before raking a position. 

m The most recent opposilion lo thc Department of Natural Resources (DNR) reorganization is a suit lilcd lhrs wcck P:: 
the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) against Govcmor Engler and DNR Dircctor Roland Hmncs. Thc MIKC 
sccks to halt implcmcntation of cxccurivc ordcrs that eliminate nineteen citizen boards and transfcr their authority to LJa:2 

Natural Rcsourccs Commission (NRC) and dircctor. An earlier suit brought by House and Senate Democrats cha'licnging the 
govcmor's authority lo makc tlicsc changes is schcdulcd for a hearing next week. Atiorncys for both sides have a g ~ ~ c d  lhah 
implcmcnialion ol the changes---originally set for January 7-will begin no earlicr than February 1. Meanwhile. two new 
gubcrnntorial appointments lo thc NRC-Jamcs Hill oPMt. Plcasant and Joscphinc Spano of Birmingham-give a Rtpblican 
majority to lhc seven-mcmbcr pancl, which earlier voted along party lines to oppose the proposcd reor.ganir,,~tion 

Dclawarc's deputy cducalion chief will bccome Michigan's new superintendent of public instruction; Robert Schillcr's 
appointment is cxpcctcd to takc cffccl Fcbruary 1. He has a reputation for savvy and innovation and no stated political 
alliliation. Govcmol Englcr signalled his approval before the State Board of Education announced thc sclcction. 

President Gcorgc Bush officially was cntcrcd as a candidate in Michigan's March 17 presidential primary by Gov. Englcr, 
who again will run Bush's statc campaign. The governor plcdged to mount an aggressive campaign. 

Dcrnonstrators on the Capilol lawn have won an additional three weeks to continue thcir protest of homelessness. The 
Capitol Committcc has rcjectcd the rcqucst of a Grand Rapids man to build a shanty on the Capitol lawn, wherc he plamicd 

L ;I hungcr strikc in bchall of formcr gcneral assistance recipients. 

I lousing problcms and fiscal rcstraint hit home last month when a leaky roof caused extensive watcr damagc to part of thc 
governor's residence. Private donations are being sought to repair the 32-year-old structure. 
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