
. . . .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  re turned  Wednes13ay f o r  i t s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of  1988 with p l en ty  of work 
on i t s  agenda. I s sues  f o r  d i scuss ion  t h i s  year  inc lude  proper ty  tax and school  f inance  
reform, long-term c a r e  and h e a l t h  insurance f o r  s en io r  c i t i z e n s ,  product  and medical 
l i a b i l i t y ,  crime, environmental clezinup, and t h e  1988-89 state budget.  

.... Governor Blanchard w i l l  g ive  hi:, state of  t h e  state address  on Wednesday, January 20. 
A f i n a l  d a t e  has  not  y e t  been s e t  f c r  h i s  budget message, b u t  it l i k e l y  w i l l  b e  presented  
around t h e  end of January. B1ancha1.d has  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  1988-89 f i s c a l  year  budget w i l l  
be only "a  shade" l a r g e r  than t h e  c:urrent $6.48 b i l l i o n  budget, and t h a t  no more budget 
c u t s  w i l l  b e  necessary during t h e  c t r r e n t  f i s c a l  year .  

.... When t h e  House and Senate approved b i l l s  i n  December t o  r a i s e  t h e  personal  exemption 
on t h e  s t a t e  income t a x ,  they  inadve r t en t ly  imposed t h e  t a x  on ch i ld ren  f o r  every d o l l a r  
they earn ,  including income from summer jobs,  babys i t t i ng ,  and snow shoveling. On 
Thursday, t h e  Senate approved l e g i s l a t i o n  allowing dependents, inc luding  minors, t o  earn  
up t o  $1,500 before  being requi red  t o  f i l e  a s t a t e  income t a x  r e t u r n .  The House is  
expected t o  g ive  f i n a l  approval t o  l.he b i l l  repea l ing  t h e  so-ca l led  k i d d i e  tax next  week. 
The governor supports  t h e  l e g i s l a t i c ~ n .  

. . . .The s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  Senate s e a t  vacated by B a s i l  Brown w i l l  b e  he ld  
March 15; January 20 i s  t h e  deadl ine  f o r  candida tes  t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n s  t o  run i n  t h e  
February 23rd primary. S t a t e  Representat ive E the l  T e r r e l l  ha s  dec lared  t h a t  she i s  
hea l thy  enough t o  run; o t h e r  potent :~.al  candidates  f o r  t h e  heav i ly  Democratic 2nd D i s t r i c t  
s e a t  inc lude  s t a t e  r ep re sen ta t ives  V i rg i l  Smith and Joe  Young, Jr., former Highland Park 
Mayor Bob Blackwell, and Wayne C0unt.y Commissioner J ack ie  Curr ie .  

. . . . A t  t h e  Republican county converkions Thursday n igh t ,  suppor te rs  of GOP p r e s i d e n t i a l  
candidate  George Bush won a major i ty  of t h e  de l ega te s ,  t h e  Lansing State  Journal r e p o r t s .  
With 119 of 124 conventions r epo r t ing ,  t h e  Bush campaign won 57 percent  of t h e  s t a t e  
convention de lega te  spo t s ,  followed by Pa t  Robertson with 23 percent  and Jack Kemp with 
17 pe rcen t .  Supporters of Robert Dole won 3 pe rcen t  of t h e  de l ega te s  s e l ec t ed ,  while  
P i e r r e  DuPont and Alexander Haig each rece ived  l e s s  than  one percent .  Robertson-Kemp 
fo rces  he ld  numerous rump conventiclns i n  p r o t e s t  of r u l e s  pe rmi t t i ng  GOP candidates  f o r  
o f f i c e s  t o  vo te  a s  county convention de lega tes .  The de l ega te s  w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  Republican 
s t a t e  convention on January 29-30, the f i r s t  s t a t e  convention t o  choose de l ega te s  t o  t h e  
Republican National Convention i n  N z w  Orleans. However, debate  about de l ega te  s e l e c t i o n  
r u l e s  could r e s u l t  i n  two d isput ing  de lega t ions  going t o  New Orleans, r equ i r ing  t h e  GOP 
na t iona l  convention c r e d e n t i a l s  comnittee t o  choose which de l ega te s  t o  seat. 

. . . .Alan Stone has been named pres$.dent of  Alma College. Stone, c u r r e n t l y  p re s iden t  of 
Aurora College i n  I l l i n o i s ,  w i l l  t ake  up h i s  new p o s i t i o n  a t  Alma on J u l y  1. S t a t e  

i Senator B i l l  Sederburg had been mentioned as a p o s s i b l e  candida te  f o r  t h e  Alma pos i t i on .  
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