
. . . .  Governor Blanchard's $6.628 b i l l i o n  1988-89 budget--just 0 .3  p e r c e n t  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h i s  
y e a r ' s - - w i l l  demand b e t t e r  performance from a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  e d u c a t i o n  system. 

K-12  schools w i l l  r e c e i v e  an  i n c r e a s e  of one p e r c e n t  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of much 
l a r g e r  b o o s t s ,  and $250 m i l l i o n  i n  adult  education funds w i l l  be  c o n t i n g e n t  on lower 
dropout  r a t e s  ( c u r r e n t l y  40-50 p e r c e n t  i n  some d i s t r i c t )  and a c h i e v i n g  program g o a l s  
( e .  g . , measurable i n c r e a s e s  i ' l  a d u l t  r ead ing  l e v e l s )  and can no l o n g e r  be  used t o  
o f f s e t  c o s t s  of r e g u l a r  K-12 p'?ograms. 
Community colleges w i l l  g e t  a t o t a l  of $2 m i l l i o n  more t h a n  i n  1987-88, b u t  w i l l  
have t o  g u a r a n t e e  t o  employel-s t h e  " j o b  competency s k i l l s "  of t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  o r  
f o r f e i t  one p e r c e n t  of t h e i r  s k a t e  a i d  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  
The $ 1 . 1  b i l l i o n  higher educa1,:ion budget c o n t a i n s  an  i n c r e a s e  of j u s t  $37 m i l l i o n ,  
a d j u s t e d  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  Research Excellence Fund ($26 .5  m i l l i o n )  t o  t h e  
Department of Commerce s o  t h a t  it can b e  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Fund t o  
promote economic development. The budget  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  $15.6  m i l l i o n  f o r  a new 
t u i t i o n  fund f o r  needy s t u d e n t ; .  

. . . .  Gary Olson,  deputy  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Sena te  F i s c a l  Agency, t o l d  t h e  Senate 
Appropriations Committee t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  1987-88 budget  w i l l  exceed revenue by $166 
m i l l i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  may have t o  u s e  p a r t  of t h e  $371 m i l l i o n  budget  
s t a b i l i z a t i o n  fund o r  change pensioii  fund ing  t o  make up t h e  s h o r t f a l l .  

. . . .  A r e p o r t  based on 1986 census  d a t a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Michigan w i l l  l o s e  two 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  s e a t s  when red is t r ic t ing  t a k e s  p l a c e  by s p r i n g  1992, and t h a t  a l l  Michigan 
d i s t r i c t s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  underpopulated.  E l e c t i o n  Data S e r v i c e s  t o l d  t h e  Grand Rapids 
Press t h a t  f o u r  of Mich igan ' s  d i s t i - i c t s - - a l l  h e l d  by s o u t h e a s t  Michigan Democrats--were 
among t h e  n a t i o n ' s  t o p  t e n  p o p u l a t i m  l o s e r s .  George C r o c k e t t ' s  1 3 t h  Distr ict  was f i r s t  
wi th  a 13.6  p e r c e n t  drop i n  popu:lation; John Conyer ' s  1st D i s t r i c t  ranked f o u r t h  by 
dropping 6 . 3  p e r c e n t ;  Sander Levir l ' s  1 7 t h  was s i x t h ,  l o s i n g  5 .9  p e r c e n t ;  and Dennis 
I l e r t e l ' s  1 4 t h  D i s t r i c t  was t e n t h ,  tlropping 5 .3  p e r c e n t .  The r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  f o u r  
west  Michigan d i s t r i c t s  h e l d  by Democrat Howard Wolpe ( 3 r d )  and Republ icans  Fred Upton 
( 4 t h ) ,  Pau l  Henry ( S t h ) ,  and Guy Vander J a g t  ( 9 t h )  a l l  ga ined  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  were s t i l l  
s h o r t  of t h e  " i d e a l "  s i z e  i f  reappor t ionment  were based  on 1986 census  d a t a .  Thus, t h e  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of a l l  Michigan d i s t r : c t s  w i l l  l i k e l y  change fo l lowing  t h e  1990 census .  
. . . .  A Detroit News p o l l  of voter preferences shows t h a t  Gary Hart, w i t h  29 p e r c e n t ,  i s  
t h e  t o p  c h o i c e  of Michigan v o t e r s  t c l  win t h e  Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l  nomination,  fo l lowed 
by J e s s e  Jackson w i t h  22 p e r c e n t .  The p o l l  a l s o  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  most v o t e r s  (52 
p e r c e n t )  p r e f e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  p l e s i d e n t i a l  p r imary  system, w h i l e  34 p e r c e n t  l i k e  t h e  
p r e s e n t  caucus system. The remainder were n o t  s u r e  which system t h e y  p r e f e r .  
. . . .  Michigan Republ icans  meet i n  Crand Rapids F r i d a y  and Sa tu rday  t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  77 
d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  p l e s i d e n t i a l  nominating convent ion i n  August. I n s i d e r s  
s a i d  t h a t  George Bush would win 35 d e l e g a t e s ,  Jack  Kemp, 30,  and P a t  Rober tson,  who had 
expected t o  do much b e t t e r ,  o n l y  12 .  
. . . .  S t a t e  Rep. Rick S i t z  (D-Taylor)  announced h e  w i l l  n o t  seek  r e e l e c t i o n  i n  1988. S i t z ,  L 38, i s  c h a i r  of t h e  House Appropr ia t ions  Subcommittee on M i l i t a r y  and Vete rans '  A f f a i r s .  
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