
.... A 14-member s p e c i a l  House-Sencite committee began work t h i s  week on p r o p o s a l s  t o  
reform funding for local public schools. Most p l a n s  c a l l  f o r  r e p l a c i n g  some l o c a l  
p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  w i t h  revenue from ,an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  s a l e s  t a x  r a t e .  The p a n e l  
hopes t o  reach  a compromise by June 1 t h a t  would r e s u l t  i n  lower p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  and 
e q u a l i z e  funding among d i s t r i c t s .  
.... Michigan's combined state-local tax burden d e c l i n e d  i n  1983, according t o  a r e p o r t  by 
t h e  Na t iona l  Conference of S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e s .  Our s t a t e  and l o c a l  government t a x e s  
ranked 6 t h  h i g h e s t  o v e r a l l  i n  1986, t a k i n g  $12.60 f o r  every  $100 i n  p e r s o n a l  income, b u t  
dropped t o  1 0 t h  i n  1987, t a k i n g  $12.36 p e r  $100. The r e d u c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  from lower s tate 
t a x e s :  l o c a l  l e v i e s  were $5.07 pl?r $100 i n  p e r s o n a l  income f o r  bo th  y e a r s ,  b u t  s tate 
taxes d e c l i n e d  from $7.53 t o  $7.29 o e r  $100. 
. . . .A House Republican t a s k  f o r c e  lias proposed i ' s e r i o u s  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s "  a g a i n s t  AIDS 
carriers who engage i n  s e x  wi thou t  t e l l i n g  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  t h a t  t h e y  r i s k  exposure t o  t h e  
dead ly  v i r u s .  According t o  t h e  A!;sociated P r e s s ,  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a l s o  recommended t h a t  
h e a l t h  c l i n i c s  and d o c t o r s  be r c q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  s tate t h e  names of t h o s e  
diagnosed as AIDS c a r r i e r s ,  b u t  t h a t  it b e  a f e l o n y  t o  l e a k  such c o n f i d e n t i a l  in fo rmat ion  
t o  o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s .  
.... S t a t e  Sena tor  Vernon E h l e r s  (?-Grand Rapids)  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  b i l l s  t o  r e q u i r e  a l l  
t h r e e  branches  o f  s t a t e  government t o  p r a c t i c e  what t h e y  preach--buy produc t s  made from 
r e c y c l e d  goods. Governor Blanchard and Gordon Guyer, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department o f  
N a t u r a l  Resources ,  jo ined  E h l e r s  and o t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  launching a 60-day campaign t o  
deve lop  p l a n s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  solid waste problem. 

.... The Civil Service Commission h(3s d e c l a r e d  t h a t  s tate workers should  n o t  b e  r e l e a s e d  
from t h e i r  jobs  f o r  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  even i f  a union pays t h e i r  salaries, 
accord ing  t h e  Lansing State Journa!. S t a t e  Sen. Will iam Sederburg (R-East Lansing) and 
Rep. Frank F i t z g e r a l d  (R-Grand Ledge) had complained t o  t h e  commission t h a t  s tate 
employees had c o l l e c t e d  paychecks ~ a s t  y e a r  f o r  t i m e  s p e n t  a t  a seminar--cosponsored by 
t h e  UAW and t h e  s t a t e  Democratic' par ty--designed to  promote e l e c t i o n  o f  Democrats. 
D i r e c t o r  of S t a t e  Employment George Mat ish ,  a Blanchard appo in tee ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  state 
had been reimbursed by t h e  UAW f o r  the  pay o f  t h e  40 employees. 
.... P o l i t i c i a n s  on bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  a is le  i n  Lansing con t inue  t o  r e c e i v e  h e a t  from 
p a r e n t s  who have d i scovered  t h a t  a b i l l  p a s s e d  i n  January  t o  r e p e a l  an  unintended tax on 
the income of children f a i l e d  t o  do what it promised. L e g i s l a t o r s  thought  t h a t  t h e y  had  
f u l l y  r e p e a l e d  t h e  t a x  by exempting t h e  f i r s t  $1,500 i n  income, b u t  language i n  t h e  b i l l  
i m p l i e s  t h a t  i f  anyone e a r n s  one d o l l a r  more t h a n  $1,500, t h e  e n t i r e  amount becomes 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s ta te ' s  4.6 p e r c e n t  income tax. The unintended t a x  r e s u l t e d  from a change 
i n  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  laws t h a t  sub;ect  even t h e  smallest incomes t o  t a x a t i o n .  According 
t o  t h e  Detroit News, t h e  s tate w i l l  r e a p  an  e x t r a  $35 m i l l i o n  from youngs te r s  who e a r n  
more t h a n  $1,500. 
.... Dr. Edward Pierce, former s t a t e  s e n a t o r  and c a n d i d a t e  f o r  governor i n  1986, h a s  been 
in te rv iewed  f o r  t h e  p o s t  of d i r e c t o r  of t h e  s t a t e  Department of P u b l i c  Heal th .  P i e r c e ,  a 
p h y s i c i a n  and former mayor of Ann Arbor,  is  one o f  a t  l e a s t  n ine  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  
$80,000-a-year job,  accord ing  t o  Greg Morr is ,  Governor Blanchard ' s  pe rsonne l  d i r e c t o r .  
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