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Legislative Week in Review 

Despite a snowstorm-shorzcncd schcdulc, property tax reform debate continued to attract the lion's sharc of attention in 
thc Housc this wcck. Three scparatc plans now vie for House Taxation Committce approval. Gov. John Englcr's vcrsion, as 
embodied in SB 146 already passcd by the Senatc, has so far faced stiff opposition from a bipartisan House proposal that 
tradcs off property tax rclicf and a guaranteed base lcvel of support for local schools for an incomc tax hike. The House 
version claims morc than 30 co-sponsors from both panics. In committee testimony, a coalition of state educational and 
business organizations, including the State Chambcr of Commerce and the Michigan Association of School AdminisLrators, 
weighed in with a third vcrsion of the rcform plan. This latest proposal would offcr a onc-pcrcent sales tax hike to hclp offset 
local school revcnucs lost through property tax cuts. Lawmakers prcdict certain consensus on property tax rclicf, with 
compromise on allaying thc cuts' effects on local schools the subjcct of negotiations in the weeks ahcad. 

Govcmor Englcr's signature this weck on PA 2 (SB 134) extends the deadline for presentation of his budgct rccommen- 
dations from February 12 to March 19. The new dcadlinc is for this ycar only; Englcr requested thc extensior, in order to 
prcscnt a biennial budgct packagc to thc lcgislaturc. 

A change passcd last weck by thc Scnate in the imminent ban on assisted suicide may bc ‘mended by the Housc to make 
the ban effective immediatcly, rathcr than on April 1 as provided in its currcnl languagc. SB 21 1 clarifics that hospice hcalth 
care workers dispensing pain medication to terminal patients will not bc affcctcd by the ncw ban. The Housc is expcctcd to 
take up the measurc next wcek, which could be used to move up the effective datc of the ban itself. 

After hours of debate and several amendments, the unemployment benefits bill passcd last wcck by the Scnatc was 
considerably moderated. Still, SB 2 split the chamber along party lines, with Fowlervillc Rcpublican Fred Dillingham joining 
'he Democratic caucus in opposing it. The bill would eliminate inflation indexing for maximum bcnefits %ld toughen 
ligibility requirements-although by less than originally proposed. Provisions inserting a one-wcck waiting period for 

benefits were removed on the Scnatc floor. 

Senate votes this wcekclearcd the path for a statcwide recreational trails systcm. SBs 203,22625 would crcate a Michigan 
Trailways Fund, authorize thc statc to acquire railroad right-of-ways for trails, and authorize the designation of trails on 
state-owned land. 

Political News 
A formcr associate deputy administrator of the U.S. Environrncntal Protection Agency was named by Govcmor Efiglcr this 

weck as thc slate's Great Lakes "czar." According to Associated Press reports, G. Tracy Mchan's cabinet-level appoinment 
givcs him unprcccdcntcd authority ovcr Grcat Lakcs cnvironmental policics. The Depanment of Natural Rcsourccs' Officc 
of the Grcat Lakcs will report to Mchan, rathcr than Lo DNR Director Roland Harrncs. The appointment, dccried b? critici 
as cvidcncc of the administration's disdain for the DNR's operations, has thoroughly eclipsed dircctor Hamcs 's  proposcd 
reorganization of thc agency that he unvcilcd to thc Natural Rcsourccs Comrnlssion only last wcek. The move is said to reflect 
in part gubernatorial conccm ovcr thc DNR's allcgcdly impolitic handling oSGrcx Lake5 cleanup plans with a US.-Canadian 
joint international commission. 

A formcr statc Scnatc staff mcmbcr was namcd this wcek as deputy treasurer. Madhu Anderson assumed her nc\b dutics 
this week; shc will bc thc dcpanmcnt's lcgislativc liaison and will hclp dcvclop statc tax policy. 

Although rcsulls wcrc marginally bcttcr than last year, most statc students' reading and math skills rare less than 
"satisfactory" on standardized Michigan Education Asscssmcnt Program (MEAF) csams givcn annually to all studcnts in 
grades four, scvcn, and ten. On 1 902 MEAP results rclcascd this wcck, the best overall scorcs wcrc for the science tcst. where 
71 pcrccnt of fifth-gradcrs and 57 pcrccnt of cighth-gradcrs achicvcd a satisfactory rating; 46.5 pcrccnt of eleventh-graders 
achicvcd a satisfxtory score. Thc MEAP scores also rcvcaicd largc gaps bctwccn lhc scorcs of whitc and mirlority pupils. 

Thc Statc Liquor Control Commission votcd last weck to approvc thc govcmor's requested 10 percent liquor price hikc. - 
hc Englcr administration cslimaics that thc incrcasc will bring in another $15 million in rcvcnucs this liscal ycar. Opponents, 

' s St3LC ~c .uwcvc r ,  arcn't drinking to [hat, predicting thai higher prices will reduce consumption and send rcsidcnis acre.,. 
boundarics in scarch of bargain boozc. 
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