
. . . .Governor Blanchard s a y s  h e  would n o t  back a ballot p r o p o s a l  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  state 
sales t a x  t o  o f f s e t  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  1:)roperty t a x e s  l e v i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  u n l e s s  
such a p l a n  c o n t a i n e d  e d u c a t i o n  q l i a l i t y  reform l e g i s l a t i o n  and s p e l l e d  o u t  c l e a r l y  t o  
v o t e r s  how t h e  revenue would be  s p e n t .  Blanchard took  h i s  s t a n d  a t  a meet ing o f  t h e  
Municipal  League i n  Lansing.  
. . . .  The s t a t e  Sena te  t a b l e d  u n t i l  March 8 r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h r e e  b i l l s  on e d u c a t i o n  
q u a l i t y  re fo rm hecause  m a j o r i t y  Repl.lblicans s a i d  t h e y  were confused by newspaper accounts  
of B l a n c h a r d ' s  p o s i t i o n  on i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s a l e s  tax. Blanchard was quoted by w i r e  
s e r v i c e s  a s  s a y i n g  Monday i n  Washington t h a t  a l lowing  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  l e v y  l o c a l  
income t a x e s  might be  more p a l a t a b l e  t o  v o t e r s  t h a n  a s t a t e w i d e  s a l e s  t a x  i n c r e a s e .  The 
Sena te  b i l l s  would e s t a b l i s h  a c o r e  cur r i cu lum and r e q u i r e  s c h o o l  boards  t o  d r a f t  
improvement p l a n s .  
. . . .  Lawmakers a t t e n d i n g  t h e  annua.L s t a t e  budget  seminar  sponsored by P u b l i c  S e c t o r  
Consu l tan t s  s a i d  t h e  battle over EI,lanchard1s $6.6 b i l l i o n  spend ing  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  
y e a r  beg inn ing  October 1 w i l l  be t h e  t o u g h e s t  i n  y e a r s  because  a p r e d i c t e d  slowdown i n  
t h e  economy w i l l  c a u s e  f i g h t s  o v e r  (scarce  d o l l a r s .  House Minor i ty  Leader P a u l  Hi l l egonds  
(R-Holland) s a i d  Michigan' s unemplqrnent rate of 10.2  p e r c e n t  (compared t o  a n a t i o n a l  
average of 5 .6 )  p o r t e n d s  h a r d  t i m e s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  Rep. David H o l l i s t e r  (D-Lansing) s a i d  
t h e  s tate h a s  n o t  made t h e  h a r d  c h o . ~ c e s  between c u t t i n g  programs o r  r a i s i n g  t a x e s  b u t  h a s  
r e s o r t e d  i n s t e a d  t o  borrowing and bookkeeping t r i c k s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make ends  meet.  Sen. 
Wil l iam Sederburg (R-East Lansing)  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  budget  b a t t l e  w i l l  l a s t  u n t i l  September. 

.... State Rep. V i r g i l  Smith h a s  won t h e  Democratic pr imary and w i l l  b e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
c a n d i d a t e  t o  f i l l  t h e  remainder of t h e  s t a t e  Sena te  t e rm of B a s i l  Brown, who r e s i g n e d  
a f t e r  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  on drug charges .  Smith w i l l  f a c e  Republican Cynthia  Brewer i n  a 
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  on March 15.  Wirning t h e  Democratic pr imary i s  u s u a l l y  tantamount t o  
e l e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  h e a v i l y  Democratic d i s t r i c t  cover ing  Hamtrarnck, Highland Park,  and p a r t  
of D e t r o i t .  
. . . .  C e n t r a l  Michigan U n i v e r s i t y  t r u s t e e s  have named Edward Jakubauskas,  57, p r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of New York a': Geneseo, as t h e  l e a d i n g  c a n d i d a t e  t o  succeed Arthur  
E l l i s ,  who h a s  announced he  w i l l  re : ; ign as CMU p r e s i d e n t .  
.... The W a l l  Street J o u r n a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  Republican p a r t y ' s  once enormous 6- to-1  edge 
over  Democrats i n  o f f - y e a r  campaign c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h a s  dwindled t o  a s t i l l - c o m f o r t a b l e  39- 
to-1 margin a s  t h e  Ronald Reagan erzL comes t o  a c l o s e .  Republ icans  took  i n  $68.5 m i l l i o n  
i n  1987, 29 p e r c e n t  l e s s  t h a n  i n  138.5, t h e  l a s t  n o n e l e c t i o n  y e a r .  Michigan Congressman 
Guy Vander J a g t ,  c h a i r  of t h e  GOP C'ongressional Campaign Committee, s a y s  donors  may have 
become complacent i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t l ~ a t  Reagan "has done it a l l . "  He p r e d i c t s  t h a t  GOP 
g i v i n g  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  once t h e  1988 c:ampaign h e a t s  up.  
. . . .  Former State Rep. Gary  Vanek says  he  w i l l  r e s i g n  h i s  $58,000-a-year p o s t  on t h e  
Michigan Liquor  Cont ro l  Commission z:o h e  can devo te  more t ime  t o  removing t h e  o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  Michigan Educat ion Employees Mutual Insurance  Co. Vanek, an a g e n t  f o r  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
f i r m ,  t o l d  t h e  D e t r o i t  F r e e  P r e s s  chat  h e  would q u i t  a f t e r  company e x e c u t i v e s  s a i d  h i s  
s t a t e  p o s i t i o n  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  h i s  b u s i n e s s  as an a g e n t .  Vanek and h i s  w i f e  earned 
$95,000 i n  1987 s e l l i n g  p o l i c i e s  t o  t e a c h e r s .  L . . . .Former state S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  0. Z o l l a r  d i e d  Wednesday of compl ica t ions  from a 
quadrup le  bypass  o p e r a t i o n .  Z o l l a r ,  who was 73,  s e r v e d  a s  chairman of t h e  Appropr ia t ions  
Committee from 1968 t o  1974. 
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