
.... Senate Republicans Wednesday passed a  s i x - b i l l  package of workers '  compensation 
reforms.  The changes inc lude  r e v i s i n g  t h e  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of d i s a b i l i t y ;  a l lowing  
i n s u r e r s  t o  coo rd ina t e  workers '  compensation b e n e f i t s  w i t h  o the r  b e n e f i t s  ( i . e . ,  
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  pens ions ,  and o t h e r  employer-paid b e n e f i t s )  f o r  workers  i n j u r e d  
before  March 31, 1982; l i m i t i n g  d i s a b l e d  workers '  a b i l i t y  t o  sue employers f o r  
damages; p r i v a t i z i n g  t h e  Accident Fund of Michigan; and a l lowing  employers t o  s e t  up 
t h e i r  own workers '  compensation systems. Democrats charged t h a t  t h e  b i l l s  do n o t  
adequate ly  p r o t e c t  workers and a r e  t oo  pro-bus iness .  The i s s u e  promises t o  r e s u l t  i n  
a  b a t t l e  between t h e  House and Senate ,  w i t h  f i n a l  a c t i o n  expected be fo re  May 15, t h e  
da t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  of d i s a b i l i t y  e x p i r e .  .... Support i s  growing f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  withdraw s t a t e  pension funds from companies 
doing bus ines s  i n  South Af r i ca .  Las t  s e s s i o n ,  such l e g i s l a t i o n  passed t h e  House b u t  
d ied  i n  a  Senate  committee. Th i s  yea r ,  Republican Senator  Dan DeGrow has  agreed t o  
co-sponsor t h e  l e g i s l a t i o g ,  a  move t h a t  obse rve r s  c la im could h e l p  win Senate  passage.  .... House Speaker Owen and Senate  Ma jo r i ty  Leader Engler  have ordered  a  review of 
t he  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ' s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s eek  more informat ion  on expend i tu re s  from 
o f f i c e h o l d e r  expense fund (OEF) accounts .  Aus t in  n o t i f i e d  75 c u r r e n t  and former s t a t e  
o f f i c i a l s  l a s t  week t h a t  more d e t a i l s  were needed on t h e i r  OEF accounts  t o  make s u r e  
t he  funds had no t  been used f o r  pe r sona l  b e n e f i t .  Seve ra l  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  have 
c r i t i c i z e d  A u s t i n ' s  i n q u i r y ,  c la iming  i t  i s  t a r n i s h i n g  t h e  image of o f f i c i a l s  who have 
done no th ing  wrong. 

.... The S t a t e  Board of Educat ion announced Thursday t h a t  Gary Hawks, t h e  Department of 
Educat ion 's  a s s o c i a t e  supe r in t enden t  f o r  post-secondary educa t ion ,  has  been named 
i n t e r i m  s t a t e  s choo l s  supe r in t enden t .  Hawks, who i s  from Y p s i l a n t i ,  se rved  a s  v i c e  
p re s iden t  of u n i v e r s i t y  r e l a t i o n s  a t  Eas t e rn  Michigan Un ive r s i t y  p r i o r  t o  j o in ing  t h e  
department i n  1982. He is  a  1958 g radua te  of Michigan S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y .  Hawks 
r e p l a c e s  P h i l l i p  Runkel, who i s  l e a v i n g  t h e  pos t  May 1 t o  become p r e s i d e n t  of 
Northwestern Michigan College i n  Traverse  C i t y .  .... DSS D i r e c t o r  P a t r i c k  Babcock t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  a  House committee t h i s  week t h a t  t h e  
dec i s ion  t o  end o r  cont inue  Medicaid funding  f o r  a b o r t i o n s  should n o t  be based on 
a  narrow view of t he  c o s t s .  While t h e  S t a t e  pa id  about  $5.9 m i l l i o n  f o r  Medicaid 
abo r t ions  i n  1986, Babcock s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  c o s t s  16 t imes  a s  much a s  an a b o r t i o n  t o  
provide p r e n a t a l ,  d e l i v e r y ,  and p o s t n a t a l  c a r e  and c h i l d  suppor t  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  year  
of l i f e .  The key, he s a i d ,  i s  t o  reduce unwanted pregnancies .  .... Businessman Richard Chrys l e r ,  who is  r e p o r t e d l y  cons ide r ing  a  run a g a i n s t  
incumbent Democratic U.S. Senator  Don R i e g l e  i n  1988, s a i d  t h i s  week t h a t  he is  a l s o  
cons ider ing  running f o r  one of two s t a t e  s e a t s  on the  Republican Na t iona l  Committee. 
The l a t t e r  would mean t a k i n g  on outspoken Grand Rapids businessman P e t e r  Secchia ,  who 
has been t h e  n a t i o n a l  committeeman from Michigan f o r  seven yea r s .  Secchia  d id  n o t  
support  C h r y s l e r ' s  candidacy f o r  s t a t e  Republican c h a i r  i n  1983 o r  C h r y s l e r ' s  b id  f o r  
t he  Republican nomination f o r  governor i n  1986. .... Transpor t a t ion  S e c r e t a r y  E l i z a b e t h  Dole announced t h a t  automakers have been 
granted an ex tens ion ,  from 1989 t o  1993, i n  t h e  dead l ine  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  f ron t - sea t  
pas s ive  r e s t r a i n t s .  
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