
.... Governor Blanchard h a s  proposed a  $200 m i l l i o n  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f  program f o r  
homeowners e a r n i n g  l e s s  t h a n  $50,000 a  y e a r .  The program would be f i n a n c e d  main ly  by 
r a i s i n g  t a x e s  on banks and i n s u r a n c e  companies,  t a x i n g  l o t t e r y  winnings  and a c t i v e  
m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  end ing  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f  f o r  househo lds  w i t h  incomes above 
$50,000, and e l i m i n a t i n g  some t a x  c r e d i t s  f o r  u t i l i t i e s .  Under t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  S t a t e  
would pay 10 m i l l s  on t h e  f i r s t  $10,000 of a  home's a s s e s s e d  v a l u e ,  p r o v i d i n g  e i t h e r  a  
$100 s t a t e  income t a x  c r e d i t  o r  r e b a t e .  Approximately two m i l l i o n  househo lds ,  o r  
about 90 p e r c e n t  of t h o s e  owning homes, would be e l i g i b l e .  
....Q u i c k  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f  p l a n  does  n o t  seem l i k e l y .  
The p l a n  i s  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  t a x e s  on banks and i n s u r a n c e  companies,  and 
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  To g a i n  Republ ican s u p p o r t ,  House Speaker Gary Owen 
i n t e n d s  t o  t i e  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  p l a n  t o  t h e  Senate-passed b i l l  t o  reduce t h e  income t a x  
r a t e  t o  4 . 4  p e r c e n t .  Sena te  M a j o r i t y  Leader John Engle r  s a y s  t h a t  by combining t h e  
i s s u e s  Owen i s  "ho ld ing  t h e  income t a x  c u t  hos tage . "  The House i s  n o t  expec ted  t o  
approve t h e  lower income t a x  r a t e  u n t i l  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  p l a n  i s  approved by t h e  
S e n a t e ,  which a p p e a r s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  do s o .  The r e s u l t  i s  a  s t a l e m a t e ;  a t  s t a k e  i s  
p r o p e r t y  and income t a x  re fo rm t o t a l i n g  $378 m i l l i o n .  Passage  i s  f u r t h e r  compl ica ted  
by s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  s c h o o l  f i n a n c e  re fo rm and t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of some 
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  b r e a k s  i n t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f  p l a n .  .... The Sena te  approved and s e n t  t o  t h e  House l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  r a i s e  t h e  speed l i m i t  t o  
65 mph on r u r a l  i n t e r s t a t e  highways and t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  use  of r a d a r  d e t e c t o r s .  

U . S .  S e c r e t a r y  of Educat ion Wil l iam Benne t t  accused Michigan and t h r e e  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  of f a i l i n g  t o  make improving e d u c a t i o n  t h e i r  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y ,  Benne t t  
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  S t a t e  Board of Educat ion f o r  no l o n g e r  r e q u i r i n g  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  s c i e n c e  s e c t  i o n  of t h e  a n n u a l  Michigan E d u c a t i o n a l  Assessment 
Program examina t ion .  The t e s t ,  g iven  t o  f o u r t h ,  s e v e n t h ,  and t e n t h  g r a d e r s ,  i n c l u d e d  
a  s c i e n c e  t e s t  passed by l e s s  t h a n  35 p e r c e n t  of t h o s e  t e s t e d  l a s t  y e a r .  Some 
e d u c a t o r s  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  s c i e n c e  t e s t  u n t i l  t h e y  can de te rmine  i f  t h e  
r e s u l t s  show t h a t  s c i e n c e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  t h e  t e s t  i s  t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  . . . .General  Motors Corp. main ta ined  i t s  p l a c e  a t o p  t h e  1986 For tune  magazine l i s t  of 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  500 b i g g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  Kine teen  o t h e r  Michigan-based 
companies appeared i n  t h e  l i s t ;  s i x t e e n  improved t h e i r  r a n k i n g .  .... Oakland County P r o s e c u t o r  L .  Brooks P a t t e r s o n  w i l l  d e c i d e  soon i f  he  w i l l  oppose 
incumbent D a n i e l  Murphy i n  t h e  1988 Oakland County Execu t ive  r a c e .  Some Republ ican 
p a r t y  a c t i v i s t s  have t r i e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  P a t t e r s o n  from runn ing  a g a i n s t  Murphy, 
f e a r i n g  a  pr imary would d i v i d e  t h e  p a r t y  and open t h e  door f o r  a  Democratic win.  
.... The U.S. S e n a t e  unanimously passed a  w e l f a r e  re fo rm b i l l ,  sponsored by S e n a t o r  
Edward Kennedy, t h a t  would g i v e  cash  bonuses t o  s t a t e s  t h a t  p l a c e  long-term w e l f a r e  
r e c i p i e n t s  i n  p r i v a t e  o r  u n s u b s i d i z e d  j o b s .  Kennedy s a y s  t h e  b i l l  t a r g e t s  p a r e n t s  who 
have been on p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  two y e a r s  o r  more because  t h e y  a r e  " t h e  most needy 
and expens ive  of t h e  poor ."  
. , . .New York Congressman J a c k  Kemp announced h i s  candidacy f o r  t h e  GOP p r e s i d e n t i a l  
nominat ion.  He j o i n s  Alexander Haig,  J r . ,  former s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ,  and P e t e  du P o n t ,  
former governor of Delaware,  a s  o f f i c i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  p a r t y ' s  nominat ion.  
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