
.... S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r  Rober t  Bowman Wednesday exp la ined  t h e  Governor's school finance/ 
property tax reform p r o p o s a l  t o  tht: House Taxat ion Committee. The p l a n ,  backed by House 
Democrats, would 

exempt from s c h o o l  o p e r a t i n g  r~i l lage t h e  f i r s t  $15,000 of s t a t e  e q u a l i z e d  v a l u a t i o n  
($30,000 market v a l u e )  o f  reell and p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  of r e s i d e n t s  and b u s i n e s s e s ,  
s a v i n g  t h e  average homeowner $500 a y e a r ,  accord ing  t o  Bowman; 
r a i s e  t h e  s a l e s  tax t o  6 p e r c e n t  from 4 p e r c e n t ,  d e d i c a t i n g  24 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  new 
revenue t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a i d  fund and t h e  rest t o  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  r e p l a c e  revenue 
l o s t  due t o  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e d u c t i o n ;  and 
a l l o c a t e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  a i d  fund a l l  n e t  revenue and investment earned b y  t h e  
l o t t e r y ,  a l l  b e e r  and wine t a : e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  8 p e r c e n t  of e x c i s e  t a x e s  on l i q u o r  ( u p  
from t h e  c u r r e n t  4 p e r c e n t )  and 18 c e n t s  of t h e  c i g a r e t t e  t a x  ( u p  from t h e  c u r r e n t  
16 c e n t s ) .  

Bowman s a i d  t h a t  homeowners would r e c e i v e  p r o p e r t y  tax c u t s  t o t a l i n g  about  $1.1 b i l l i o n  
and b u s i n e s s e s  about  $100 m i l l i o n .  The sales tax i n c r e a s e  would produce abou t  $1.5 
b i l l i o n  f o r  s c h o o l s ,  $500 m i l l i o n  I n  new revenue.  Opponents of t h e  p roposa l  s a y  t h a t  it 
does  n o t  i n c l u d e  a  p r o v i s i o n  t o  r e d l x e  fund ing  i n e q u i t i e s  among school  d i s t r i c t s  and t h a t  
t h e  $15,000 p r o p e r t y  tax exemptior would be almost  no h e l p  t o  l a r g e  b u s i n e s s e s  having 
e x t e n s i v e  p r o p e r t y  h o l d i n g s .  
.... A f t e r  l e n g t h y  d e b a t e ,  t h e  House Thursday passed  a  b i l l  t o  spend proceeds  from a n  $800 
mil l ion bond i ssue .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  earmarks $125 m i l l i o n  f o r  economic development, $150 
m i l l i o n  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  and t h e  r e s t  f o r  environmental  p r o j e c t s .  

.... The S t a t e  Board of Canvassers  h a s  c e r t i f i e d  t h a t  p e t i t i o n s  f i l e d  by t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
Campaign f o r  Choice c o n t a i n  enough v a l i d  s i g n a t u r e s  t o  r e q u i r e  an  e l e c t i o n  on whether t o  
e n a c t  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  ban on state-'Funded abortions. Canvassers,  who c e r t i f i e d  194,897 
s i g n a t u r e s  (119,829 were needed) ,  h i l l  meet w i t h i n  30 days  t o  approve b a l l o t  wording f o r  
t h e  November 8 e l e c t i o n .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  enac ted  a ban on s ta te - funded  a b o r t i o n s  
f o l l o w i n g  Righ t  t o  L i f e  o f  M i c h i g , m l s  s u c c e s s f u l  1987 p e t i t i o n  d r i v e .  A s  a c i t i z e n -  
i n i t i a t e d  l a w ,  it was n o t  subje1:t t o  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  v e t o .  Governors M i l l i k e n  and 
Blanchard had ve toed  l e g i s l a t i v e  atllempts t o  c u t  Medicaid spending f o r  a b o r t i o n s  16 times 
s i n c e  1973. The Right  t o  L i f e  ban was t o  have t a k e n  e f f e c t  March 30, b u t  At torney 
General  Frank Kel ley  r u l e d  t h a t  t : l e  f i l i n g  of p e t i t i o n s  by t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Campaign f o r  
Choice w a s  adequate  t o  d e l a y  implementation u n t i l  s i g n a t u r e s  were v a l i d a t e d .  N o w  t h a t  
s i g n a t u r e s  have been approved, t h e  { p e s t i o n  w i l l  b e  dec ided  i n  t h e  November e l e c t i o n .  
.... Oakland County Prosecutor L. Ikooks Patterson s a i d  Wednesday h e  would n o t  seek a 
f i f t h  term. H e  w i l l  j o i n  a s o u l h e a s t  Michigan l a w  f i r m  on January 1. P a t t e r s o n ,  
p r o s e c u t o r  s i n c e  1972, sugges ted  t h &  h i s  c h i e f  a s s i s t a n t ,  Richard Thompson, would b e  t h e  
b e s t  c a n d i d a t e  t o  r e p l a c e  him. An u n s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  U . S .  Senate ,  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l ,  and governor ,  P a t t e r s o n  h3s t w i c e  l e d  f a i l e d  p e t i t i o n  d r i v e s  t o  i n s t i t u t e  t h e  
d e a t h  p e n a l t y .  
.... Massachuset ts  w i l l  become t h e  f i r s t  s tate t o  guarantee health insurance t o  a l l  
r e s i d e n t s .  Gov. Michael Dukakis r e c e i v e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  Wednesday t h a t  over  f o u r  y e a r s  
w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  h e a l t h  care coverage t o  t h e  600,000 un insured  among t h e  state 's  5 .8  
m i l l i o n  r e s i d e n t s .  Funding f o r  t h e  program w i l l  come from a combination of copayments 
from t h o s e  who can a f  f o r d  them, sta1.e funds ,  and f e e s  imposed on b u s i n e s s e s .  
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