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Michigan ROUNDUP 

.... The state Senate passed Wednesday the FY 1988-89 higher education appropriations 
bill (SB 762, S-1). The bill would allocate $1.047 billion to the state's fifteen public 
universities. This exceeds Governor Blanchard's recommendations by 1.3 percent. Sen. 
William Sederburg (R-East Lansing) said the bill would provide $15 million to make 
funding per student more equitable among the universities. For the state's 29 community 
and junior colleges, the Senate passed a bill (SB 766, S-1) appropriating $201 million, 
about $5 million more than Blanchard requested. The bills must now be acted on by the 
House . 
.... The House Public Health Subcommittee on Certificate of Need (CON) yesterday reported 
out to the full committee a substitute for HB 5145, the basic CON reform bill. The 
substitute proposes a new $750,000 threshold for clinical capital expenditures and 
establishes the Certificate of Need Standards Commission in the Department of Management 
and Budget. The commission is charged with assessing and, if needed, developing new CON 
standards and review criteria. The bill makes the participation of a health facility or 
professional in Medicaid an important factor in comparative reviews. The substituted HB 
5145 is tie-barred to three other bills, among them SB 64, which sets a threshold for 
nonclinical capital expenditures and criteria for CON review by local health planning 
agencies. 
.... The Senate has passed a three-bill package that would establish a massive material 
recycling program for all three branches of state government. The bills, now in the 
House, would require the government to recycle all its paper and to buy as much recycled 
paper as possible. At least 10 percent of supplies purchased for the government by the 

( Department of Management and Budget would have to be made of recycled materials. 

.... The House Elections Committee has reported a bill that would allow the State Board of 
Canvassers to study the use of optical scanning systems to count election ballots. The 
system would reject a ballot if a voter made a mistake or tried to cross party lines in a 
primary. The legislature recently reinstated a presidential primary for the 1992 
election year. The new law requires voters to state party preferences at least 30 days 
before the primary, and forbids voting in another party's primary. 

....Suppo rters of presidential candidate Pat Robertson say they will boycott an Ingham 
County Republican dinner next week because former U.S. Rep. Paul McCloskey--who has 
accused Robertson of lying about his Korean War record--will be the keynote speaker. 
Robertson last month dropped a lawsuit accusing McCloskey of libel and was ordered to 
reimburse him for $28,000 in court costs. Ingham County Republican vice chair Denise 
Haugen told the Lansing State Journal that McCloskey was invited to speak only because 
about a dozen others she asked were not available, not because the county party wanted to 
insult Robertson. 

.... A bill to let the Public Service Conmission deliberate rate cases behind closed doors 
faces an uncertain future after a 49-55 defeat in the House. The bill, sponsored by Rep. 
Alma Stallworth (D-Detroit) aims at speeding up the commission's rate-setting procedures 
by exempting certain hearings from the Open Meetings Act. It has been strongly opposed 

L 
by Reps. Victor Krause (R-Rockford) and David Hollister (D-Lansing). 
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