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MEMO TO:  Subscr ibers and Interested Persons 

I SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT 

FROM: Gerald A. Faverman and Chery l  Par ish 

Tuesday, June 19, t h e  Michigan Supreme C o u r t  found unconst i tut ional t h e  December 
1983 reapport ionment law, generat ing g rea t  confusion among state polit icos and local 
election off icials. In an unusual action, t h e  C o u r t  vacated t h e  June 5 p r imary  elect ion 
resu l ts  t o  fill the  empty seat le f t  by the  death o f  21st d i s t r i c t  Representat ive Richard 
Sull ivan. T h e  act ion resur rec ts  the  ltApolll p lan designed by t h e  C o u r t  and used in 1982 
legislat ive races. Republicans were deemed t h e  beneficiar ies of t h e  Apol p lan  and are  
therefore pleased about the  c o u r t  action. 

The  consequences and  implications o f  t he  c o u r t  act ion ex tend fa r  beyond t h e  
boundary  l ines o f  a par t icu lar  legislat ive d is t r i c t ,  however, and mer i t  highlighting: 

... Th is  year, t he  reapport ionment ruling affects only t h e  House; Senators a re  no t  
up for reelection until 1986. It i s  un l ike ly  House p r imary  elections, scheduled fo r  Augus t  
7, can be  held on schedule as the  C o u r t  moved the  candidate filing deadline f rom June 5 
t o  Ju l y  10. If t h e  f i l i ng  deadline i s  moved t o  an earl ier date, t he  pr imaries could b e  he ld  
.n schedule. ... House Republicans are now ta lk ing  opt imist ical ly about ge t t i ng  the  n ine  seats in 
November needed t o  win contro l  o f  the  House, something they  haven't  done since 1967. 
Such an event  might  have more t o  do w i t h  the  qua l i ty  o f  candidates or  a hoped-for 
Reagan landsl ide than w i t h  the  red is t r i c t i ng  plan. The  Apol p lan  was n o t  tha t  he lp fu l  t o  
House Republicans in 1982. Seven Democrats--DeBeaussaert, Evans, F i tzpat r ick ,  
Gagliardi, Jondahl, Parrot t ,  and Sietsema--find themselves in somewhat less Democratic 
d is t r i c ts ,  whi le s i x  Republicans--Gilmer, Johnson, Kn ight ,  Mueller, Runco, and 
Strand--are in a similar predicament. . . . If  t h e  Apol p lan remains in ef fect  f o r  t he  1986 and 1990 Michigan Senate elections, 
chances fo r  cont inued GOP contro l  a re  enhanced fo r  t he  r e s t  o f  t h e  decade. Several GOP 
seats are  made more Republican by the  Apol plan, and GOP Senators Alan Cropsey and 
William Sederburg would be placed in separate d is t r i c ts ,  eliminating the  possib i l i ty  they  
would conf ront  each other  in t h e  pr imary  election. Several Democratic seats, such as 
those o f  I r w i n  and Pollack, a re  made more marginal. T h e  GOP does well in ta rge t ing  
close, marginal d is t r i c ts .  ... The  unanimous Michigan Supreme C o u r t  ruling indicated t h a t  t h e  C o u r t  judged t h e  
issue s t r i c t l y  on  i t s  technical merits, help ing t o  repa i r  t h e  Court 's  tarnished, par t isan 
image. T h i s  should pa r t i cu la r l y  benef i t  Justices Kavanagh, Br ick ley ,  and Boyle, who a r e  
up fo r  elect ion t h i s  year .  ... The Cour t  ru led  t h a t  t h e  reapport ionment act  was inva l id  because t h e  redis- 
t r i c t i n g  p lan  was subst i tu ted  in to  a bill or ig inal ly  designed t o  eliminate obsolete language 
from t h e  elect ion laws govern ing c i t y  income tax  votes (House B i l l  4481). I t s  ruling 
ind i rec t ly  challenges the  va l id i ty  o f  other  state laws in which t h e  enacted language 
d i f f e r s  f rom the  or ig inal  purpose o f  t h e  bi l ls.  Lawsuits may be  f i led  quest ioning t h e  
va l i d i t y  o f  scores o f  other  s tatutes cont ingent  upon  how s t r i c t l y  t h e  not-yet-released, 

t ta i led Supreme Cour t  decision construes the  Const i tut ional requirement t h a t  t he  purpose 
a bill b e  unchanged in t h e  legislat ive process. 
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