
Election Forecast 

by Craig Ruff and Gerald A. Faverman 

In August, our last political commentary carried a prophecy of a close presidential race and few chan- 
ges in the Michigan political landscape. With two weeks to go, George Bush enjoys a handsome lead. If 
it holds, a larger-than-anticipated margin of victory for Bush could alter the partisan fortunes of state can- 
didates. 

PRESIDENT 

In March, we wrote that Bush would win the White House. The only note of caution was that the 
economy (if in decline) could be the Achilles' heel of the Republicans. It has evolved that the slsenglh of 
the economy has been the Achilles' heel of the Democrats. Low unemployment and inflation and world 
peace have robbed Dukakis of the most compelling reasons for independent and weakly partisan voters 
to reject four more years of Republican rule in the White House. 

Political candidates are always hostages to fortune, and a dramatic event or two could turn the current 
tide (either producing a Bush landslide or a narrow Dukakis victory). A large proportion of voters have 
been unstable throughout 1988, not enamored of either presidential candidate. In a Chilean-like election, 
a majority of voters might vote "no" on both Bush and Dukakis. These caveats aside, Bush is close to 
wrapping up the election. 

Most national polls the week of October 17-21 show a Bush lead of 7-10 percent. The Cable News 
Network tracking poll consistently has depicted a Bush lead of 8-1 1 percent for the past three weeks. 

An electoral college majority is 270. As of now, we put seven states and the District of Columbia in 
Dukakis's column (Massachusetts, New York, Minnesota, Hawaii, Rhode Island, Maryland, and West 
Virginia), for a total of 86 electoral votes. Question-mark states are: Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Arkan- 
sas, Iowa, Oregon, Wisconsin, and Washington, with 75 electoral votes. All other states are safely for or 
leaning to Bush (377 votes). To win, Dukakis must take all the following states, in each of which Bush 
now holds a lead: California, Michigan, Lllinois, and Ohio. The best guess today is that Bush will win 
a 377-161 electoral college majority and a 53-47 percent victory in popular vote. 

In Michigan, we expect Bush to win by 6 points. In 1980, Reagan defeated Carter in this state by 7 
percent; in 1984, he beat Mondale by 19 percent. A Bush victory by 6 percent or more in Michigan in- 
troduces some drama into the state's unexciting array of political contests. We look for a low turnout, 
perhaps on the order of 3.6 million votes cast, down from the record 3.9 million in 1980 and below the 
3.8 million in 1984. A low turnout likely will favor Republicans. 
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