October 31, 1991

Legislative Week in Review

® Frustrated at an apparent Republican boycott of House Appropriations Committee hearings on the governor’s budget vetoes,
the lower chamber voted Wednesday to grant the committee subpoena power to compel administration officials to appear
before it and to submit requested budget documents.

® The statc will assume authority to distribute some $43 million in emergency need funds and medical coverage under SB
219, which passed the Senate unanimously this week. Responsibility for administering emergency aid programs had been
transferred to counties in the current ycar’s budget. Critics of that approach argue that counties lack the administrative and
fiscal resources for program administration. SB 219 permits the programs’ continuation at the state level.

® A controversial telecommunications bill approved by the Senate earlier this month was reported out of a House committee
this week for likely final action by that chamber. SB 124 makes it easier for Michigan Bell to change the rates it charges both
its residential telephone customers and commercial users of its telephone lines. Supporters praise the complex package as
deregulation; critics decry what they term an enlargement of the telephone company’s monopoly.

® With three notable exceptions, the Senate completed its work this week on a 29-bill health care package that faces certain
stiff partisan opposition in the House. Missing from the package are two bills on medical malpractice and a measure
strengthening state oversight of Blue Cross and Blue Shield; Senate approval is still pending on these three proposals.

= Bills outlawing assisted suicide that have languished in the House Judiciary Committee since last winter drew renewed
interest from their sponsors this week, following two recent, highly publicized assisted deaths in the state. Sen. Fred
Dillingham (R-Fowlerville) and Rep. Nick Ciaramitaro (D-Roseville) each wants his bill on the topic reported out of
committee. For his part, committee chair Perry Bullard (D-Ann Arbor) has announced that a full-scale study of the issue is
warranted; he has named a pancl comprised of Reps. H. Lynn Jondahi (D-Okemos), chair; Thomas G. Power (R-Traverse
City), and Ted Wallace (D-Detroit) for that purpose.

\_ The House this week put more distance between kids and cigarettes in action on two tobacco banning measures. Under
HB 5154, smoking is barred from public areas of child care centers, both to protect youngsters from secondhand smoke and
to screen from their view the sight of role models smoking. HB 5225 prohibits the sale of individual cigarettes, a practice
reported to be common in urban areas where children lack the price of a full pack.

Political News

® “A Few Sacred Cows Live On,” says the page-one Wall Street Journal headline over a story detailing the downsizing of
government by Michigan Governor John Engler. Citing what it terms the bloat and excess of “40 years of activist
government,” the article predictably pleased Republican partisans and riled Democrats, including House Speaker Lewis
Dodak, who told the Lansing State Journal in a story-about-the-story, “I think it portrays a governor as doing a much better
job than he actually is doing.”

® Michigan is the cighth most-lobbied legislature in the United States, according to a survey in the current issue of Lobbying
and Influence Alert, which shows the statc averaging 8.5 lobbyists for every legislator. This contrasts with top-ranked Arizona,
where lobbyists outnumber legislators 28 to one, and with low-keyed New Hampshire, which ranks last with 0.5 lobbyists
for each lawmaker.

= Another study released this week showed how frequently Michigan congressmen used their franking privileges to write
home. A national Taxpayers Union study reported by the Gannett News Service showed that freshman Representative Dave
Camp’s (R-Midland) use of free mailing—he reported spending slightly more than $58,000 out of his $189,000 allotment—
ranked him 52d among 435 House members, the highest of Michigan’s delegation. The smallest amount spent by a Michigan
congressman was credited to John Conyers (D-Detroit), who spent less than one percent of his $144,700 allowance.

® The state’s unemployment director, F. Robert Edwards, gained influence this week following a gubernatorial executive
order abolishing the Michigan Employment Security Advisory Council and transferring the statutory responsibilities of the
commissioners of the Michigan Employment Security Commission to the director.

® The apostrophe has moved this year in the Governors’ Arts Awards Ceremony scheduled next week, at which Govemnor
- "gler will honor citizens and groups who have championed the arts. The typographical change making Governor’s plural

eks to finesse the standoff between the governor and the state’s arts community following Engler’s proposal to remove all
state funding from the arts. Speaking for the awards’ sponsoring group, Marilyn Wheaton told the Detroit News, “Our board
decided that since Governor Engler will be with us for another three years, it would be better to bring him into the arts
community rather than scomn him. We’ve got to rise above being angry.”
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