PUBLIC SECTOR
CONSULTANTS

Director of Engagement and Partnerships, Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund

Position with Firm

2025-present Director of Engagement and Partnerships, Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund.
Leads community engagement and partnership strategies for Climate and
Equitable Jobs Act—-funded clean energy programs across lllinois. Develops and
maintains networks with equity-eligible contractors, workforce providers,
community-based organizations, and local governments. Oversees the
implementation of inclusive outreach strategies with a focus on barrier reduction.
Crafts communications that reflect lived experience and community voice in policy
and practice.

Previous Professional Experience

2024-2025  Engagement Specialist, NAACP Climate and Equitable Jobs Act Navigator Program,
Carbondale, lllinois. Developed and executed a regional clean energy outreach
strategy. Connected employers and job seekers across solar, energy auditing,
weatherization, and construction sectors. Fostered cross-sector partnerships and
presented engagement models to state stakeholders.

2023-2025  Program Director, The Insignia Group, Mounds, lllinois. Led a reentry training
academy for justice-impacted men. Designed rite-of-passage curriculum focused
on workforce readiness, mental health, and arts-based healing. Built partnerships
with correctional institutions and local employers. Directed a public mural initiative
funded by the Southern Arts Fund.

2022-2024 Violence Interrupter and Recovery Coach, Carbondale United and Gateway
Foundation, Carbondale, Illinois. Provided trauma-informed care, mediation, and
recovery support for individuals affected by violence and addiction. Facilitated
healing circles and engaged in systems-change work with local coalitions.

2022-Present Board Member, Jackson County Board, District 6, Jackson County, lllinois.
Appointed to represent and advocate for under-resourced communities. Active in
policy deliberations focused on economic justice, housing, and workforce
development.

Education Southern lllinois University, BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences with minors in
Communications and Marketing

230 N. Washington Square, Suite 300 publicsectorconsultants.com
Lansing, Ml 48933  517-484-4954



Activities
Public speaker, panelist, and advocate for equitable climate investment, reentry justice, and
economic self-determination
Founder of Limitless Living, a curriculum and lifestyle platform focused on regenerative
community models
Artist and performer, using music and storytelling to advance social impact narratives

Legacy training developer for intergenerational wellness and leadership



	Van Ikner
	Position with Firm
	Previous Professional Experience
	Activities

	Director of Engagement and Partnerships, Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund
	2025–present Director of Engagement and Partnerships, Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund. Leads community engagement and partnership strategies for Climate and Equitable Jobs Act–funded clean energy programs across Illinois. Develops and maintains networks with equity-eligible contractors, workforce providers, community-based organizations, and local governments. Oversees the implementation of inclusive outreach strategies with a focus on barrier reduction. Crafts communications that reflect lived experience and community voice in policy and practice.
	2024–2025 Engagement Specialist, NAACP Climate and Equitable Jobs Act Navigator Program, Carbondale, Illinois. Developed and executed a regional clean energy outreach strategy. Connected employers and job seekers across solar, energy auditing, weatherization, and construction sectors. Fostered cross-sector partnerships and presented engagement models to state stakeholders.
	2023–2025 Program Director, The Insignia Group, Mounds, Illinois. Led a reentry training academy for justice-impacted men. Designed rite-of-passage curriculum focused on workforce readiness, mental health, and arts-based healing. Built partnerships with correctional institutions and local employers. Directed a public mural initiative funded by the Southern Arts Fund.
	2022–2024 Violence Interrupter and Recovery Coach, Carbondale United and Gateway Foundation, Carbondale, Illinois. Provided trauma-informed care, mediation, and recovery support for individuals affected by violence and addiction. Facilitated healing circles and engaged in systems-change work with local coalitions.
	2022–Present Board Member, Jackson County Board, District 6, Jackson County, Illinois. Appointed to represent and advocate for under-resourced communities. Active in policy deliberations focused on economic justice, housing, and workforce development.
	Education Southern Illinois University, BA in Liberal Arts and Sciences with minors in Communications and Marketing
	 Public speaker, panelist, and advocate for equitable climate investment, reentry justice, and economic self-determination
	 Founder of Limitless Living, a curriculum and lifestyle platform focused on regenerative community models
	 Artist and performer, using music and storytelling to advance social impact narratives
	 Legacy training developer for intergenerational wellness and leadership

